
F r i  30 May 2003  0 ? : 5 2 : 4 5  AW LDT 
G i l l  R i c h  
1018 n e  7 0 t h  
S e a t t l e .  WA 9 8 1 2 2  

P .  2 

May 27, 2003  

Chai rman M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  s w  
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C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n .  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

G i l l  R i c h  
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C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
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C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment.  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e r t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

H a r o l d  L .  M e e k e r  
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May 30,2003 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell, Chairman 
Fedcral Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

You have made it abundantly clear that you don't give a fig what I think unless I happen 
to be, say, Me1 Karmazin or Rupert Murdoch, but I'm going to tell you myway. 

How dare you presume to remove the current safeguards that were designed to ensurc 
diversity of media ownership? The ainvaves belong to the public, not to you, and not to 
the media moguls. You are charged with protecting the public interest, and any futher 
weakening of any of the regulations i s  not in the public interest. Relaxing the existing 
ownership caps will serve only the financial intercsts of a handful of media corporations. 

YOU have permitted only one public FCC hearing on this extremely important issue of 
deregulation and only five meetings with major consumer groups. In contrast, FCC 
offrcids have held seventyone private meetings with top broadcasten. None of the 
broadcast networks have covered media consolidation. I t  is clear that you and the 
network owners do not want ordinary citizens to be aware of your intentions. YOU and the 
networks know thnt we will object because you are not acting in thc public interest. 

Deregulation will reduce competition localism and diversity of voices, the very gods 
that you and the FCC are charged with protecting. If you will take the time to ask the 
public, we will be glad to provide you with evidence. I can personally testify that after the 
radio station ownership caps were lifted in 1996, local programs began to disappear from 
Los Angeles stntions. Diversity of opinion has all but disapappcared. Now most daylight 
hours are filled by nationally syndicated programs, wherc local events and local politics 
are not discussed. 

Corporate media arguments that the addition of the Internet and cable television to the 
media landscape ensures that we have m p l e  competition today are based on several 
fallacies. Firs( different types of media are not equivalent, FS Me1 K m i n  suggests. 
For example, the Internet does not serve the Same audience as broadcast television, nor 
does it fulfill the Same function. Not everyone has access to thc Internet and it is not a 
local medium. 



05-30-2003 04:43GM FROM W. F. McGILL 
~ 

TO U8210102202024180232 P.02 

Second, a large percerhge of the bmadm and cable chhatmels, radio stahons, and 
htemet services, and even many newspapers, are already cont~olled by just a few 
corporations. Permitting an even greater concentration of ownership will certaidy not 
fostcr competition. It will not foster a diversity of cultural and political discoursc in our 
community. These media outlets alrcady reflect the viewpoints of a mere handful of 
corporate owners, which gives these corporations undue influence over public opinion -- 
and, apparently, undue influence over the opinions of some Federal Comuuication 
Commissioners, as wcll. 

Consider the harm that may result from allowing M e r  mergers, and balance that 
against the harm that the media giants will suffer if they are not allowed to merge: they 
will not be able to increase their profits without limit, and they will not be able to 
increase their influence over public opinion and government officials. 

I urge you not to bring your proposals to a vote until you have made those proposals 
public and have given the public ample time to discuss them. You need to hear from us, 
the citizens who own the airwaves and who depend on them for unbiased news reports 
and timely information Democracy requires an informed and educatcd public. 

Sincerely, 

TOTRL P.02 
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C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f ree ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

L e s l i e  B e l e w  
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C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

T h e  m e d i a  i s  a l r e a d y  o v e r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  and  h o m o g e n i z e d .  The  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  t h e  
f a i r n e s s  d o c t r i n e  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a d i s a s t e r .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

R o b e r t  E .  R e y n o l d s  
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C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment.  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  

J o s e u h  A. M u s t i c h  



i l m  may m 
D a r a  E c k a r t  
3 1 3 1  A n d e r s o n  Road 
B o w l i n g  Green .  I N  4 7 8 3 3  

flay 27 .  2 0 0 3  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

P .  6 

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i n c e r e l y .  

D a r a  E c k a r t  
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May 28. 2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n .  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and 
p u b l i c  comment .  

P u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  a r e  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  any  d e m o c r a c y .  The  F C C  c a n  p l a y  a 
c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  o u r  n a t i o n  a n d  i n  w i n n i n g  b a c k  r e s p e c t  
f r o m  t h e  g l o b a l  c o m m u n i t y  b y  h o l d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  on t h e  p r o p o s e d  r u l e s  
c h a n g e s .  The  a i r w a v e s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may have a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news. i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  T o  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

P e r r i  Ardman 
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May 27,  2003  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  Powel  1 
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we have a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  open  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

G e o r g e  A .  DeGi o v a n n i  
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May 27,  2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

Chai rman P o w e l l  : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i  n c e r e l  Y ,  

J o h n  C i  n g e r i  c h  
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C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman P o w e l l  : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  T o  h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on major  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  or h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

n a n c y  S e a r s  
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May 27.  2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n .  D C  20554  

A 

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

M i c h a e l  P .  H a r r i m a n  



May 29, 2003 

Michael K. Powell, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, DC 

Dear Sir: 

Do not change the rules enabling the networks and communications 
conglomerates to control the content on the "air ways". Perform the duty 
the Federal Communications Commission was set up to perform. Keep a 
diverse ownership which encourages open ideas and independent 
opinions for the millions of Americans who are the recipients of the 
programs that are transmitted. 

Thank you for your trust and dedication to this very important decision 
you will make for all American citizens. 

Sincerely, 

Harry L. Hammond, Jr. 

5780 Windward Parkway, Suite 310 AIpharetta, Georgia 30005 Phone 770.663.7290 Pax 770.669.7482 



Wed 28 Mdy 2003 1 1 : 0 6 : 5 6  AM EDT 
K e i t h  B a r t o n  
1 4 5 3 8  S u p e r i o r  R d .  
C l e v e l a n d  H e i g h t s ,  OH 4 4 1 1 8  

~ 

P .  1 

May 28, 2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

A 

Chai rman Powe l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may have a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s '  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n .  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y  

K e i t h  J .  B a r t o n  



F r i  30 Way 2003 09:39:20 AM EOT P .  1 1  
Aeagen Ward 
1 2 1 1 1  A l s t o n  D r i v e  
Meadows P l a c e ,  TX 77477-1507 

May 27, 2 0 0 3  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news,  i n f o r m a t i o n .  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t .  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  be t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

Reagen  Ward 



F r i  30 May 2 0 0 3  03:33:20 hM EOT 
l e w i s  S t e r n b e r g  
3 7 3 7  S W  8 7  Ave # 2 9  
P o r t l a n d .  OR 37225  

P .  1 0  

May 27, 2 0 0 3  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  Powel  1 
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

Cha i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n .  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e 1  y. 

L e w i s  S t e r n b e r g  



F r i  30 may 2003  03:39:20 R M  E D T  
M i c h a e l  W a d d e l l  

P .  9 

5 9 0 1  Woodhaven R i d g e  C o u r t  
L o u i s v i l l e ,  KY 4 0 2 9 1  

May 28, 2 0 0 3  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 2 0 5 5 4  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

It i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  the  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
and  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j n r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u i d  t h e r e f o r e  be o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment on a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i n c e r e 1  Y .  

M i c h a e l  Wadde l l  



F r i  30 flay 2003 09:39:20 All EOT 
Donna Andrews  

~ 

P .  8 

240 O s b o r n e  Avenue 
M o r r i s v i l l e ,  P A  1 9 0 6 7  

May 27 ,  2 0 0 3  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  Communi c a t i  ons Commi s s i  on  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 2 0 5 5 4  

Cha i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  on  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  we h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n .  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  h e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f ree ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  and  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  a n y  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  so  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  a n d  
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

s i n c e r e 1  y. 

Donna  Andrews  



F r i  30 Hay 2003 09:39:20 hV EDT P .  7 
E l i a s  L u s t i g  
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May 2 7 .  2003  

C h a i  rman M i c h a e l  Powel  1 
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
445 1 2 t h  S t r e e t  S W  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

C h a i  rman Powel  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  an t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  and a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and 
p u b l i c  comment .  

I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  
s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and  i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  
o r  h i n d e r  s u c h  d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  you r  i d e a s  on t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

E l i a s  L u s t i g  
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Nay 29, 2003  

C h a i r m a n  M i c h a e l  P o w e l l  
F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  
4 4 5  1 2 t h  S t r e e t  SW 

n 

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20554  

Chai rman P o w e l  1 : 

I t  i s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r i n g  p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  t o  i t s  m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s .  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  
d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  on  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  a n d  a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
p u b l i c  comment .  

A l l o w i n g  g r e a t e r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  and  c r o s s - o w n e r s h i p  o f  m e d i a  may h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  
i m p a c t  o n  A m e r i c a n s ’  a c c e s s  t o  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  news, i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p r o g r a m m i n g  
a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m e n t a r y .  To h a v e  a h e a l t h y  d e m o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  and  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on  m a j o r  i s s u e s .  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
a d i v e r s i t y  o f  o p i n i o n s  and  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  n o t  a h a n d f u l  o f  o p t i o n s .  A l t e r i n g  
m e d i a  o w n e r s h i p  r u l e s  c o u l d  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t  v i g o r o u s  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  and  t h e  
m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  i d e a s .  R u l e m a k i n g  o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  o p e n  
t o  p u b l i c  comment .  

I a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  t o  s t a y  d e m o c r a t i c  and  f r e e ,  we n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  d i v e r s i t y  
o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  t h e  f r e e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i d e a s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  t h e  
w i d e s t  p o s s i b l e  comment o n  any  p r o p o s e d  r u l e  s o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  may f a i r l y  and 
i m p a r t i a l l y  e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  i t  w i l l  p r o m o t e  o r  h i n d e r  such d i v e r s i t y .  

Once a g a i n ,  I u r g e  y o u  t o  f u l l y  d i s c l o s e  y o u r  i d e a s  o n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  
i s s u e  and a l l o w  h e a r i n g s  and  p u b l i c  comment .  

S i n c e r e l y .  

K a t h l e e n  Ryan  


